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(54) PRODUCTION OF POLYLACTIC ACID 



(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a polylactic acid while easily 
controlling the mol.wt and uniformity of polymn. 
thereof in obtaining a copolymer of a lactide and a 
polyalkylene glycol. 

CONSTITUTION: In copolymn. of a lactide with 
0.1-15wt.% polyalkylene glycol component having a 
mol.wt. of at most 1,000 (hereinafter referred to 
briefly as 'PAG') such as polyethylene glycol, 
polypropylene glycol or polyethylene- propylene glycol; 
an OH group-contg. alcohol compd. having a mol.wt. of at 
most 1,000 is added in an amt. of the following general 
formula (1): 0.7xLxP n / 

M W {1-A/PN} ;gas1.3xLxP n /IVW1-A/PN}...(1) wherein L 
is the wt. (g) of the lactide for polymn.; M w is the mol.wt. 
of the desired polylactic acid; A is the wt. (g) of PAG 
for polymn.; PN is the mol.wt. of PAG; and P n is the 
mol.wt. of the alcohol compd. 
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